Septeto Nacional Ignacio Piñeiro

Cuba,  homeland of Son, with its vast musical inheritance, reveals an amazing variety of genres and styles of the Island’s musical history. However, no other band has been as universal and constantly successful, in the brief but rich history of our culture, like the Septeto Nacional Ignacio Piñeiro.  

This 7-piece band was founded in December 13, 1927 by Ignacio Piñeiro Martínez (May 21, 1888 – March 12, 1969), named El Poeta del Son (The Poet of Son). This poetic and musical style didn’t die with the physical disappearance of it’s founder and its original members, but is kept alive and rejuvenated by the third and fourth generation of their descendants, 82 years later. In their long career, Septeto Nacional Ignacio Piñeiro has had among their members many of the biggest names of Cuban Music, such as Abelardo Barroso, Miguelito Valdés, Bienvenido Granda and Carlos Embale. 

The current Septeto is directed by Eugenio Rodríguez (Raspa) and Frank Oropesa ´´El Matador´´, keeping the acoustic Rumba sound, with the same elegance of the dancing ballrooms of the past. The current group also incorporates contemporary harmonization, a wider rhythmic concept, and a wide repertoire of the most important hits of Cuban music. 

The international career of Septeto Nacional, as they are universally known, started in 1928 in the USA, where they recorded the first of the more than 300 “Sones”, authored by Ignacio Piñeiro. Many of the most well known Cuban songs of all times belong to the original   repertoire of the band, and considered by many to be the flag ship of Cuban traditional music: “Esas no son Cubanas”, “Suavecito”, “No juegues con los santos”, “El Guanajo Relleno” y “Échale Salsita”, all songs considered as the origins of what was later known as Salsa.

In 1929 they were awarded the gold medal at Seville’s Iberoamerican Fair, where they were named the Ambassadors of the Cuban Folklore in Europe. In 1933 they received the Golden Rooster Award in Chicago’s “One Century of Progress”. 

In their history of 82 years, Septeto has traveled with their music to countries in five continents, including USA, Mexico, Algeria, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, Venezuela, England, Norway, Switzerland, France, Ireland, Spain, Germany, Turkey, Russia, Arab Emirates and others, more than 35 in total.

In 2003 they enjoyed a triumphal return to the elite of the World Music, when they were nominated for a Grammy Award in the category “Traditional Tropical Music”. The current Septeto Nacional Ignacio Piñeiro was decorated as Patrimonio Nacional de la Cultura Cubana (Cuban Culture National Heritage), in recognition of their quality and dedication to the roots of Son music. 

Septeto Nacional’s highly anticipated brand new album “Sin Rumba No Hay Son” was released worldwide in Fall 2010 through World Village Records, a division of Harmonia Mundi, USA.

Septeto Nacional Ignacio Piñeiro is, with out a doubt, the most universal and classic Son band in Cuba today.

